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Safety with Conventional and
Side-Delivery Manure Spreaders

Manure spreaders have been a mainstay on
Wisconsin farms since the earliest days of
mechanization.  Still, many people have been seriously
injured or killed, and elimination of hazards as well as
careful operation is necessary.

Proper shielding is essential on power take-off
drivelines and the side shaft that transmits power
back to the beaters on conventional spreaders.
These shafts, and their connecting points, are prime
areas for serious  entanglement.  Nobody can say
they will always be completely careful around
unshielded  machinery; everyone will make a mistake,
forget  to do something, or slip. These shafts can
easily amputate a limb or entangle the body with
gruesome results, and must be shielded.

Operators should always shut off spreaders
before scraping the sides, and should never enter a
running spreader. Contact with shafts, beaters or
augers can be fatal. Scarves, strings on hooded
sweatshirts, ragged clothing or other clothing items
which can become entangled should never be worn
around any machinery.

Road transport can also be hazardous. A bright
clean SMV emblem, mounted on the tractor or
spreader, must be visible to motorists.
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